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Core ldea

In these chapters, writer firstly defines ethics and then relates it to the materialism. Initially, he describes
non-Marxist theories of ethics like Hedonism (maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain), Kantian Ethics
and Ethical Relativism. Then, writer elaborates Marxist-Leninist-Maoist (MLM) concept about morality
and ethics. He also relates historical materialism with ethics.

In second chapter, now writer defines the term “Good”. He says that the term GOOD is actually a direction
of doing some positive in ethics. However, there is no link of this term with personal or collective interests.
MLM theories never reject Ethics and Morality but based on collective class interests.

In fact, the central concept in the ethical theory behind the principles of proletarian morality summarized
by Lenin which is actually the class interest according to him. But, this class interest theory of ethics
explains not only proletarian morality but also the various moral systems of other classes. It explains all
such moral systems in terms of the basic class interests of those who develop and propagate them. The
class struggle, proletarian revolution, and the advancement of society against communism are all morally
justified because they are the only way to satisfy the basic interests of the proletariat and the rest of the
masses.

According to Writer;

1) Morality changes in accordance (more or less) with the changes in the socioeconomic form of
society.

2) Each class in any society has its own system of morality.

3) The dominant morality in any society is that of the ruling class (at least once it is firmly
entrenched).

4) Each class morality is based, in the final analysis, upon the collective interests of the members of
that class, primarily their material, economic interests.

Writer argues that language is also reflection of the social ethics and shows the relations of production
and ruling position of one class. Although, according to Lenin, language is not a creation of single class but
society as a whole. Writer says that, although there are several other factors rather than the language in
the society, like justice and injustice, right and wrong, and, good and bad. So, we cannot analyze that
language can measure the level of ethics in any society. Similarly, interests of one class are not equalized
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to the interests of our all-rich class. Everyone in the society is not equal. So, at this stage, we can say that
MLM’s theories have been failed to justify ethics in their own folds.
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By reading and analyzing all the described definitions of “ethics”, “good” and “interest”, | learn that MLM’s
theories about the concepts of ethics and “good” are on right way against the interest of proletarian class.
Although, practically, MLM'’s theories fell down but communist tendency in all over the world still reflects
that;

e MLM-based practices can be criticized but morally, MLM’s theories are not immoral.
e Morality and ethics are fully existed in the Communist Manifesto.
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