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IPICS acknowledges, honors and applies all standards of publication ethics in accordance with general 

consensus as promulgated in HEC‘s Code of Conduct for Journal, and other catalogues of ethical standards. 

IPICS refuses plagiarism of any kind. 

By the very act of submitting articles to IPICS, authors affirm that their contents are original and their 

article had neither been published elsewhere, nor it is under review for publication anywhere. The 

following duties are obligatory for authors, editors, reviewers and the publisher of the IPICS. 

Duties of Authors 

Reporting standards: Authors of research studies should present an accurate account of their original 

research, whether theoretical or empirical, as well as an objective discussion of its significance. Fraudulent 

or knowingly inaccurate statements are unacceptable. 

Originality and plagiarism: Authors should ensure that they have written entirely original works and they 

appropriately refer to works and/or words of other authors. 
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Plagiarism Check 
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manually by the team IPICS. If plagiarism is detected by the editorial/advisory board member, reviewer 

etc., at any stage of article process- before or after acceptance, during editing or at a proofreading stage, 

we will inform the same to the author(s) and will ask them to reconsider the content or to cite the 

references from where the content has been taken. HEC Pakistan has already set the acceptable limit of 

similarity index produced by the TURNITIN i.e. 19%. If the similarity with different sources is more than 
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19% but less than 25% (With single-source not exceeding 5%), we prefer to send back the manuscript to 

the author and ask him to resubmit the paper after fixing that problem. But, if more than 25% of the paper 

is plagiarized, the article may be rejected and the same is notified to the author. 

Plagiarism detected after publishing: 

Sometimes, TURNITIN appears not very much efficient regarding the detection of plagiarism from the 

papers written in Urdu. In that case, if the plagiarism is detected manually and reported with proof after 

publishing, IPICS will conduct an investigation. In case if plagiarism is found, the paper may be formally 

retracted. The editor will write to the author(s), author(s)’ institute and/or funding agencies about that 

and the paper containing the plagiarism will be marked "Plagiarism Detected after Publishing" (or similar 

statement) on each page of the PDF Copy. Moreover, author(s) will be banned for the next issues of IPICS 

as well as for the other journals published under Rehmat and Maryam Researches until resolving this 

issue. 

Plagiarism Undertaking 

The authors must declare that their work is original at the time of submission. For this, an 

undertaking/acknowledgment form has been given in the Article Submission Form, stating that author(s) 

has not plagiarized any material and if found guilty he/they shall be solely responsible and IPICS reserve 

the right to take action against him/them. Author(s) is required to submit that form duly signed and 

stamped at the time of manuscript submission by Email to the IPICS. It’s clearly stated that in IPICS 

Plagiarism Policy, if a paper has multiple authors, not only the principal author but also all the authors 

would be bound to take the responsibility of the plagiarism so they all would be required to submit the 

said undertaking/acknowledgment. While, in case of plagiarism found, author(s) would not only be 

blacklisted or banned from the journal but their names will also be displayed publicly on the journal 

website. 

Procedure for Appeal 

Author(s) may appeal to the editor in case of; 

• The rejection of a research paper during blind peer review process. 

• Notifying plagiarism in the paper and blacklist or banned the author(s) 

• Someone’s report of misquoting him/her in a paper. 

• Objections to publications causing harm to any party. 

• Infringement of Ethical boundaries in any manner. 

• Extracting any part of the research from someone’s thesis/dissertation without provable 

permission. 

• Objection of someone other than the author(s) as he/she was also the part of this 

research/project but his/her name is not mentioned in the author(s) list. 

• Research traces as the part of someone’s already finalized work, academic achievement or similar. 

• Misuse of any reference until it is not interpretation, discourse analysis or personal assessment 

drawn from the referred material. 

Remember; author(s) have 20 days to address any objection, concern, report or complaint. Otherwise, or 

however, Unsatisfied and/or unjustified answers authorizes the editorial board regarding taking a decision 

to 

• Notify traced issue/plagiarism on each page of your paper. 



• Published a note about issue along with the title of your paper. 

• Blacklist or banned the author(s) involving in violation of publication ethics and other policies 

defined by the journal, and publicized their names on journal website. 

 

Data access and retention: In case of research studies of empirical nature authors should provide raw 

data related to their manuscripts for editorial review, and they also must retain such data. 

Multiple publications: Manuscripts based on the same research are usually published exclusively in only 

one journal. In case of an update or extension of a previously published article, a reference to the original 

publication ought to be explicitly acknowledged. 

In justified cases, the Editorial Team may decide to publish a manuscript that had been previously 

published in another media, either in its original or modified form. Such cases include, for instance, an 

extraordinary contribution to human understanding of the matter provided by the article. Then an explicit 

reference to the original publication is made in the re-published paper along with copyright 

acknowledgements. 

Acknowledgement of sources: Authors should acknowledge all sources of data used in their articles and 

refer to all publications they had been working with. 

Authorship of the paper: Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution 

to the conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the study. 

Disclosure of financial support and conflicts of interest: Authors should disclose any conflict of interest 

that might be construed to influence the results of their manuscript. Sources of financial support for the 

article should be also disclosed. 

Fundamental errors in published works: If at any point of time, authors discover a significant error or 

inaccuracy in submitted manuscript or published work, then the error or inaccuracy must be reported to 

the Editor-in-Chief without delay. 

Duties of Editors 

Publication decisions: The Editor-in-Chief is authorized to accept, reject, or request modifications to all 

articles submitted to IPICS. 

Review of manuscripts: Two reviewers are appointed by the Editor-in-Chief from the internal database of 

reviewers for double-blind review based on the topic and character of the reviewed academic papers and 

research studies. Reviewers are obliged to make an explicit and reasonable recommendations to publish 

the manuscript in its present form, or to modify it or to reject it. 

Fair play: Manuscripts are evaluated solely on their scholarly merit without regard to authors’ race, 

gender, sexual orientation, religious belief, ethnic origin, citizenship, or views. 

Disclosure and conflicts of interest: IPICS fully respects evaluations of its reviewers and makes its 

decisions as follows: 

• If both reviewers recommend publishing the manuscript, it is accepted. 

• If both reviewers recommend not publishing the manuscript, it is rejected. 



• If one or both reviewers recommend making a revision of the manuscript, the author(s) is asked 

to re-elaborate it. The revised manuscript is reviewed repeatedly by the same reviewers. 

• If reviewers significantly diverge in their conclusions, the final decision on acceptance or rejection 

of the manuscript is made by the Editor-in-Chief. 

Editors must not disclose any information about submitted manuscripts to anyone other than its authors 

and reviewers or potential reviewers. Unpublished materials disclosed in submitted manuscripts must not 

be used in favor of anyone who has a view of the manuscript. 

Confidentiality: The Editor-in-Chief must ensure that information regarding authorship of manuscripts is 

kept confidential. In order to do so, in manuscripts assigned for reviewing all identification data on their 

authors are removed. The relationship between authors and reviewers is anonymous on both sides. 

Development: Editors should strive to meet the needs of readers and authors, continually improve the 

journal, ensure the quality of the published material and protect freedom of expression. 

Duties of Reviewers 

Double-blind review: The Editor-in-Chief is authorized to appoint two reviewers for double-blind review 

of academic papers and research studies who are experts in the given field and come from different 

institutions than the author of the submission. 

Promptness: If it is not possible for a reviewer to complete a review of a manuscript within the time limit 

of 60 days, the Editor-in-Chief appoints another reviewer. 

Confidentiality: Information regarding manuscripts submitted by authors is kept confidential. 

Acknowledgement of sources: Reviewers must ensure that authors have acknowledged all sources of 

data used in the research, both theoretical or empirical. The Editor-in-Chief is immediately notified about 

any kind of similarity with any other published paper of which reviewer has knowledge and had not been 

acknowledged by the author(s). 

Standards of objectivity: Reviews should be conducted objectively. Any kind of personal criticism of the 

author(s) is unacceptable. Reviewers are obliged to express their views explicitly and support them by 

relevant arguments. 

Conflict of interest: Reviewers should not review manuscripts in which they have conflicts of interest 

resulting from competitive, collaborative, or other relationships or connections with any of the authors 

or institutions connected to the manuscripts. 

Duties of Publisher 

The publisher respects privacy of authors and reviewers, protects intellectual property and copyright, and 

fosters editorial independence. 

Duties of Honorary Designations (anyone) 

Honorary designations show our respect for any person. If someone has been hired for any post within 

the journal, or within the any research center, debating forum or other initiative under Rehmat and 

Maryam Researches and RMR Publishers, neither he/she is obliged for perform any duty described above, 

nor he/she has any authority to accomplish, execute or make any task on behalf of IPICS. 



PEER REVIEW 

Peer Review Process 

Academic papers, books’ reviews along with each sort of research studies are peer-reviewed by two 

experts in the given field who evaluate the significance, originality, placement within the current state of 

research, clarity, relevance, formal requirements and language quality of the manuscript. On the basis of 

the double-blind review process, the Editor-in-Chief makes a decision whether the text is published or 

not. 

In manuscripts assigned for reviewing all identification data on their authors are removed. The reviewers 

are appointed by the Editor-in-Chief from the internal database of reviewers based on the topic and 

character of the reviewed manuscript. 

The author(s) is notified about the results of the review process as well as the decision of the Editor-in-

Chief via email. This process can be repeated two times before the paper is either finally accepted or 

rejected. 

There is a time limit of 07 days for the reviewer to process the review of a manuscript, and 05 days for the 

author(s) to revise it. 

IPICS fully respects evaluations of its reviewers and makes its decisions as follows: 

• If both reviewers recommend publishing the manuscript, it is accepted. 

• If both reviewers recommend not publishing the manuscript, it is rejected. 

• If one or both reviewers recommend making a revision of the manuscript, the author(s) is asked 

to re-elaborate it. The revised manuscript is reviewed repeatedly by the same reviewers. 

• If reviewers significantly diverge in their conclusions, the final decision on acceptance or rejection 

of the manuscript is made by the Editor-in-Chief. 

Procedure for Appeal 

Author(s) may appeal to the editor in case of; 

• The rejection of a research paper. 

• Objections to publications causing harm to any party. 

• Infringement of Ethical boundaries in any manner. 

Author Guidelines 
IPICS accepts manuscripts edited in accordance with its Author Guidelines. All submissions must be the 

original work of the author(s). Manuscripts are to be submitted in English and Urdu manually via email at 

editor@rmr.edu.pk and electronically via submitting online form. Publishing in IPICS is not remunerated, 

however, some justified expenditures coerce the administration to receive defensible charges. 

Text 

The manuscript is submitted as a Microsoft Word file without any specific graphical and typographical 

edits. 



Word Formatting guide1 

The research study usually consists of an abstract, keywords, introduction, present state of a topic, and 

analysis of the chosen area of research or interest, methodology, findings, discussion of the findings, 

conclusion, and references. The research study is usually structured into four parts: objective, method, 

results, and conclusions. 

The format of the manuscript is by default a one column A4 with no text header, footer, and page 

numbering; all style tags are removed. Paragraphs are separated by a space, not tabs. As a font standard, 

Calibri 11-points is required. The whole text is left-aligned. Automated citations and links are not applied. 

All direct citations are italicized, however, the quotation marks themselves are not italicized. 

A list of Notes is located in a separate section between the text and the final list of References. In the text, 

the number of the note is given in Arabic numerals in square brackets. 

 
1 Title 

First name Surname 

Abstract 

The abstract contains a concise description of the objective(s), methodology and main findings of the paper; should 

contain 200 to 250 words. 

Keywords 

A list of up to six keywords should be provided separated by semicolon. 

1 Introduction 

The manuscript is submitted as a Microsoft Word file without any specific graphical and typographical edits. The 

format of the manuscript is by default a one column A4 with no text header, footer, and page numbering; all style 

tags are removed. Paragraphs are separated by a space, not tabs. As a font standard, Calibri 11-points is 

required. The whole text is left-aligned. Automated citations and links are not applied. “All direct citations are 

italicized, however, the quotation marks themselves are not italicized.” (Surname 2021, 5). 

2 Further Chapter 

In the text, reference is given to the author’s name (without initials), followed by the year of publication and page 

number(s) (both in parenthesis), e.g. (McGinn 2008, 12). Each in-text citation matches up with an entry in a reference 

list, where full bibliographic information is provided. 

2.1 Subchapter 

The total length of a paper, including images, tables and figures inserted into the text, should not exceed 10-16 pages 

(almost 4,000 to 6,000 words). 

3 Conclusion 

All images, tables and figures are attached separately, while their descriptions are marked and included in the text. 

All figures are provided in curves. All images are provided with copyright license granted to the publisher. 

Notes 

A list of notes is located in a separate section between the text and the final list of References.  

In the text, the number of the note is given in Arabic numerals in square brackets. 

References  

References at the end of a study are listed alphabetically and follow the author-date system of the APA Style.  

About the author(s) 

The author(s) data include name, surname, degrees, affiliation, main professional achievements, professional 

headshot, and email of author(s). 



All images, tables and figures are attached separately, while their descriptions are marked and included 

in the text. All figures are provided in curves. All images are provided with copyright license granted to 

the publisher. 

 

The total length of a paper, including images, tables and figures inserted into the text, should not exceed 

10-16 pages (almost 4,000 to 6,000 words). However, length of numerical, pictorial and/or statistical 

content is subjected to the opinion collected from the examiners during peer review process.  

Abstract 

The abstract contains a concise description of the objective(s), methodology and main findings of the 

paper. It is usually not longer than 250 words. 

Keywords 

A list of up to six keywords or key technical expressions from a respective academic field should be 

provided separated by semicolon. 

References 

The submissions must follow the author-date system in accordance with the following edition of the APA 

Style 

References at the end of a study are listed alphabetically. In the text, reference is given to the author’s 

name (without initials), followed by the year of publication and page number(s) (both in parenthesis), e.g. 

(McGinn 2008, 12). Each in-text citation matches up with an entry in a reference list, where full 

bibliographic information is provided. 

About author(s) 

The author(s) data include name, surname, degrees, affiliation, main professional achievements, 

professional headshot, and email of author(s). This information should be provided at the time of paper 

submission via online or manual “submission form”.  

Privacy Statement 

The names and email addresses entered in this journal site will be used exclusively for the stated purposes 

of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party. 

Article Processing Charges 

IPICS publishes all articles in accordance with the open access policy. In order to provide free online access 

to readers worldwide and to cover publishing costs, journal does not receive any financial incentive from 

the author(s) but only collects; 

• “Peer Review Process Fee” (first time, and for each time if/when revised version of paper would 

be submitted for next double-blind peer review), 

• One-time “Editing cost” which allows the editor(s) and designer(s) to enable the theme, style 

and/or look of your paper as per the defined publication ethics or other requirements, and, 

• One-time “Article Processing charges” (APC) that covers online publication cost.  



There are no other charges except the justified ones, determined according to the forex rate fluctuation 

between Pakistani rupee and US dollar. Moreover, journal’s policy only allows the first/corresponding 

author to pay respective fee/cost/charges. 

Remember: Charges once submitted would never be refunded even if the paper has been cancelled and 

author(s) has been blacklisted by the editorial board in case of proving any malpractice or the violations 

of publication ethics.  

Information 

For Readers 

We encourage readers to provide their worthy feedback regarding publications or any edition. It will assist 

us in polishing the journal standards more in terms of quality and productivity. See the journal's Privacy 

Statement, which assures readers that their name and email address will not be used for other purposes 

or publicized in this regard. 

For Authors 

Interested in submitting to this journal? We recommend that you review the aims and scope of the journal 

as well as open access policy, copyright statement, privacy policy, publication ethics and publication 

malpractice statement, peer review process, and author guidelines. It will assist you in submitting your 

paper in an easiest way through Paper Submission section. In case of any query, you may ask at 

rehmatandmaryam@gmail.com and CC your mail editor@rmrpublishers.org  

For Librarians 

We encourage research librarians to list this journal among their library's electronic journal holdings. As 

well, it may be worth noting that this journal's open access policy and open access system is suitable for 

libraries to host for their faculty members to use with journals they are involved in editing. 

Disclaimer 
This is hereby clearly stated that the responsibility of the contents and the opinions expressed in IPICS is 

exclusively of the author(s) concerned. The opinions/views/analysis/ results presented in the research 

papers/articles of this journal do not necessarily represent the opinion of the publisher/editor. So, the 

publisher/editorial board of the journal is not responsible for any consequences arising from the use of 

information contained in it. 
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